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50 Cent
CLIENT: House of Blues 
YEAR: 2003
Screenprint, 13” x 22”

When Mike designed this poster, 
50 Cent was on the cover of Rolling 
Stone. It was a photograph by Albert 
Watson, a famous Scottish fashion 
and celebrity photographer. Mike 
liked how tough 50 Cent looked in 
that photo. His back was facing the 
camera and he was looking over his 
shoulder—you could see his famous 
bullet wounds in his back. Mike origi-
nally mocked up this design with the 
Rolling Stone cover shot and House 
of Blues liked the design. So Mike 
called Albert Watson, showed him the 
mock-up and asked for his permission 
to use the photo on the poster. Albert 
said it was fine except that Rolling 
Stone owned the rights to that photo 
for six months. So Mike called Rolling 
Stone and talked to their photo editor 
who said it was fine with her, but she 
had to confirm with the chief editor. 
She called later and said no. Mike  
was very sad about it and used the 
promo shot that House of Blues sent 
over instead. Robynne showed the 
two versions to the students in her  
design class and they preferred the 
final image because they said it  
made him look more like the kid that 
50 Cent is, as opposed to the man he 
appeared to be on the Rolling Stone 
cover. 
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Ben Folds
CLIENT: House of Blues 
YEAR: 2002
Screenprint, 13” x 19”

This poster simply features a photo of 
Ben Folds. We wanted to show him in 
a more natural state, no makeup or 
wigs—just the real guy.
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